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SUBJECT: RUMOR OF IMMINENT NRA INTERVENTION IN RWANDA 


1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT, 


2. ON MARCH 21, 
THE USIS DIRECTO! 


trr 


TOLD 


THAT A NATIONAL RESISTANCE ARMY 


OFFICER HAD TOLD HIM THAT THE NRA WAS PREPARING TO 
INVADE RWANDA. POLOFF AND USIS DIRECTOR SPOKE WITH 
Ion MARCH 22 TO GET ADDITIONAL DETAILS. 
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TOLD THEM THAT HIS SOURCE WAS A LONG-TIME FRIEND WHO 
WAS NOW AN NRA LIEUTENANT BASED IN MBARARA. THE SAME 
SOURCE, HE CLAIMED, HAD ADVISED HIM IN ADVANCE OF THE 
RWANDAN PATRIOTIC FRONT INVASION OF RWANDA IN OCTOBER 
1990. j | DID, IN FACT, WARN THE PREVIOUS USIS 

DIRECTOR THAT THE RWANDAN PATRIOTIC FRONT WAS PLANNING 
TO MOUNT AN INVASION.) 


3. THE LIEUTENANT (WHOMj _ DELCINED TO IDENTIFY) 
REPORTEDLY TOLD |THAT THE NRA HAD BEEN "QUIETLY 

MOBILIZING ACTIVE UNITS DURING THE LAST FEW DAYS AND 
CALLING UP DEMOBILIZED TROOPS IN MBARARA AND KAMPALA" 
TO FIGHT ALONGSIDE THE RPF IN RWANDA. HE $AID THAT 
THEY INTENDED TO INVADE RWANDA ON TWO FRONTS: BETWEEN 

KISORO AND KABALE ON UGANDA'S SOUTHERN BORDER, AND 
THROUGH TANZANIA. THE INVASION WAS TO OCCUR "WITHIN 
DAYS" TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TNE OPPORTUNITY OFFERED BY 
THE DEPARTURE OF FRENCH TROOPS. KIGALI WAS ITS 
OBJECTIVE. THE LIEUTENANT CLAIMED (IMPLAUSIBLY) THAT 
THE NRA WAS PLANNING TO COMMIT "100,000" TROOPS AND 
ARMOR TO THE OFFENSIVE. (COMMENT: CURRENT NRA 
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STRENGTH IS ESTIMATED AT 60,000 PLUS OR MINUS 10,000. 

END COMMENT) AS POLOFF'S SCEPTICISM TURNED TO 

INCREDULITY, ! | SAID THAT "MANY PEOPLE" HAD SEEN B1 

NEW "TANKS" -- ACTUALLY ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS, 

FROM HIS DESCRIPTION — DRIVING WEST TOWARD MBARARA AT 
THE END OF FEBRUARY. HE AGREED THAT THE FIGURE OF 
100,000 WAS HIGH, BUT SAID THAT IT WAS THE NUMBER THE 
LIEUTENANT USED. 

4 COMMENT: WHILE SEPARATE REPORTING INDICATES NRA 

FORCES ALONG THE UGANDA/RWANDA BORDER AREA WERE PLACED 
ON ALERT IN EARLY -MID FEBRUARY, AN IMMINENT INVASION OF 
RWANDA BY THE UGANDAN ARMED FORCES IS NEITHER FEASIBLE 
NOR PLAUSIBLE. PRESIDENT MUSEVENI IS WELL AWARE OF THE 
CATASTROPHIC IMPACT A UGANDAN INVASION WOULD HAVE ON 
HIS RELATIONS WITH THE WEST. THE NRA IS NOT CAPABLE OF 
MOUNTING A LARGE-SCALE INVASION AT SHORT NOTICE, NOR 
DOES IT HAVE THE MOTIVATION TO DO SO, NOR COULD IT 
CONCEAL ITS PREPARATIONS IF IT WERE TO TRY. THE FIGURE 
OF 100,000 UGANDAN TROOPS EXCEEDS EVEN THE TOTAL 
PRE-DEMOBILIAZATION THE STRENGTH OF THE NRA. IF 
DEMOBILIZED TROOPS WERE BEING RECALLED TO SERVICE, IT 
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